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Dutch- of the Dutch Reformed Church, were in a
sense different but in reality very much in accord
and congenial in their ideas of religion and poli-
tics. They were all sturdy, freedom-loving Prot-
estants, and they set the tone that prevails in
East Jersey to this day. Their strict discipline
and their uncompromising thrift may now seem
narrow and harsh; but it made them what they
were; and it has left a legacy of order and pros-
perity under which alien religions and races are
eager to seek protection. In its foundation the
Quakers may claim a share.

The new King, James II, was inclined to reas-
sume jurisdiction and extend the power of the
Governor of New York over East Jersey in spite
of his grant to Sir George Carteret. In fact, he
desired to put New England, New York, and New
Jersey under one strong government centered at
New York, to abolish their charters, to extinguish
popular government, and to make them all mere
royal dependencies in pursuance of his general
policy of establishing an absolute monarchy and
a papal church in England.

The curse of East Jersey's existence was to be
always an appendage of New York, or to be threat-
ened with that condition. The inhabitants now